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presenting a potential trip hazard or those
moved from their mountings to be used as door
stops. Then there is the potential for misuse
which could involve tampering or abuse of the
equipment. In such situations, the extinguishers
can be rendered unfit for purpose in the event of
a fire - a situation which may only be picked up
when a fire engineer calls to check.

In some situations, particularly where
children and young people are concerned,
behaviour stretching from hijinx to wilful
misuse, resulting in the extinguisher being
discharged, can cause damage to property and
injury to the perpetrators as well as others.

Surely what is needed is a simple storage
solution which will help overcome most, if not
all, of these potential hazards? It seems illogical
that in other areas of health and safety, safety
equipment isn't left to its fate by being placed in
unprotected locations. A typical example would
include first aid equipment which is always kept
securely in a cabinet to prevent it becoming
contaminated, damaged or removed.

Fire extinguisher operational integrity should
be seen as equally important and its protection

fire extinguishers are
protected from theft
or damage.

against misuse or abuse in vulnerable locations
provided for by being installed in specially
designed tamper evident or alarmed cabinets.

Such cabinets, typically consisting of a red
back and dear polycarbonate door, are fixed at
an appropriate height on a suitable wall and
easily allow the contents to be checked visually
without opening the door. A quick-release single
door catch affords easy access but, at the same
time, acts as a deterrent to opportunistic misuse.
Should greater protection be required, small and
unobtrusive alarms can be fitted to alert any
unauthorised entry.

One company which has designed a solution
is UK specialist storage cabinet manufacturer Jo
Bird & Co Ltd. Cabinets such as these have been
designed specifically for use in buildings with
access to the general public where few people
have been trained in extinguisher use. Recent
examples include Worcestershire County
Council and the London Borough of Barking

and Dagenham at Hanley Castle High School
and Eastbury Comprehensive.

Installation was prompted either where
misuse was causing difficulties or where
potential for tampering was seen as justification
to specify containment on safety grounds in a
school redevelopment project.

Bristol City Council have installed the SOS101
cabinet on posts in combination with lifebuoy
housings along the Canons Marsh area of the
City as part of a redevelopment of the old
commercial dockland area providing combined
water and fire safety.

Creative thinking and an innovative approach
to finding practical solutions to a problem and
which has stirred up so much debate, provides
an appropriate answer where risks to both fire
extinguishers and the public are, or become, an

issue. @
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