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An RNLI Land Rover and rescue boat

and along rivers and redeveloped dockside
areas have highlighted the need for more
buoyancy aids and throwing lines to be made
available for members of the public. The police
and fire and rescue services have commented
on the unavailability of lifebuoys in a number
of locations which handicap people’s ability to
give assistance before the emergency services
arrive. Provision is now the responsibility of
local authorities, many of whom, until now,
appear to have been slow to respond to the
calls for better water safety facilities.

Even where water rescue devices are
available, the lack of consistency in markings
and visibility can reduce their effectiveness. As
Hugh Fogarty, the RNLI's Staff Officer
Operations (Fleet), points out: "At one time
the provision of water rescue devices was left
to the owners or managers of the waterways

lifebuoys leading to a variety of colours being
used. Even now green lifebelts can be seen
along some canals whilst red is most common
on beaches and coastlines. What we need is a
consistent approach to water rescue advice
and provision of first response lifesaving
equipment.”

Rapid Response Unit

The RNLI first became formally involved in
working outside its traditional role as coastal
and marine lifesavers in Spring 2000 during
widespread flooding which led to the
humanitarian disaster in Mozambique. The
Institution was asked by the Department for

International Development (DFID) to provide a

response team, and on completion of the
deployment the Rapid Response Unit (RRU)
was formally established.

Many lessons had been learned and these
were all acted upon. The result is three teams
of 20, on a rota, with six boats. The team can
be mustered at any UK point of departure

i within 24 hours (target 12 hours) to provide a
i waterborne SAR capability anywhere in the

i world where natural disaster has resulted in

i humanitarian disaster. The team can be self

i sufficient for the first 72 hours in theatre

i allowing time to splice into the local and inter
i agency infrastructure. Further information can
i be found at: www.rnli.org.uk/what_we_do/

i rapid_response_unit

In October that same year the RNLI were

i again called upon to help save lives and

i property during the major flooding which
resulted from heavy rains causing the rivers

¢ Uck and Ouse to break their banks. A lack of
understanding of inland hydrology soon

i became apparent when, during the operation,
i aboat was lost and rescuers’ lives put at risk.
i This experience led to further specialist

i training to improve personnel safety.

who would use their own corporate colours on

Lifebuoy housing

: undertook a study of the UK's major rivers and
: waterways to identify areas likely to be prone

to future flooding and identify those lifeboat
stations which would be most likely to be
required to provide rapid response. At these
locations swift water rescue training has been
given to lifeboat crew, as well as all 60
volunteers who make up the three RRU teams.

The areas identified include Sussex, parts of
i the East Coast, River Severn and the North
Wales and Lancashire coastline.

In the recent flooding in West Yorkshire and

* | Humberside in June, the RNLI was asked by the
i National Flood Response Team for help and
i despatched a lifeboat team to Doncaster.

4 | Fire and Rescue Partnership
. ¢ InJuly they were again called in to team up
i with the local fire and rescue services in
i Gloucester, Hereford and Worcester. They
i were not only well prepared but ready to move
i to the stricken areas even before they could be
deployed. The first call came from Hereford
i and Worcester at around 1900 on the
¢ Thursday for rescue boats and kit to be
i prepared to deploy to the area. By 2200 four
i boats and a team of ten was assembled, but
i was not tasked until 1830 on Friday, arriving at
! Droitwich Fire Station in the early hours of
i Saturday. Over a period of almost a week the
teams worked in close liaison with both
i Gloucester and Hereford and Worcester fire
i and rescue services.

Paul Gibson, Merseyside Fire and Rescue’s

i Group Manager of the recently formed Water
: Rescue Team has been closely involved with

{ the development of new rescue standards

i which the Fire Service is aiming to establish
under the leadership of CFOA to provide up to
i seven levels of competency for water rescue

: work. Paul explained the need for greater

i consistency of approach. “We are working

i towards ‘team typing’ which, through

i appropriate training, will enable us to set up

. teams with different levels of capability and

i equipment to deal with varying levels of

i emergency and danger.”

He added: “We are looking to Defra to

provide pump priming funding to allow us to

develop our training facilities here on
Merseyside since we became the first fire and

i rescue service in the UK to offer training in
i water skills at all levels up to BTEC
i qualifications.”

Team Typing

Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service were given
responsibility for water rescue on the River
Mersey about a year ago following major

i dockside developments and have formed a

partnership with Vosper Thorneycroft to
develop their water rescue capabilities. They

i also went to Texas earlier in the year to train
i with the flood emergency teams there and to




