learn more about the pre-deployment policies
which have been adopted to help minimise
response times when serious flooding occurs.
Paul believes there are lessons to be learned
from the US experience.

Bryn Coleman, Station Manager with
Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service was
one of five officers who were called on by the
National Flood Centre to assist with the co-
ordination of boat and water rescue assets in
the Hereford and Worcester area during the
recent floods. Bryn explained: "In the absence
of any agreed national training standards for
water rescue incidents the task of assessing
the ability of individual teams is made much
more difficult.”

He added: “The draft proposals by CFOA
should not only be adopted by UK fire and
rescue services but also by non government
organisations who offer their services in major
flood situations. By having agreed standards in
the form of ‘team typing’ for all would lead to
greater joined up working which would
improve the UK's resilience in times of
major flooding.”

The RNLI, in consultation with other key

water-related bodies, has produced the world's
i rescue services and other water rescue

i organisations in their bid to have local

i authorities revisit their static lifesaving and
i water rescue equipment facilities. Quite

i clearly the forecast increased incidence of

i major flooding needs to be matched with a
more comprehensive level of lifesaving
facilities along major rivers, their tributaries

first coastal managers’ user guide for Public
Rescue Equipment (PRE), entitled A Guide to
Coastal Public Rescue Equipment. This move
has been made in the absence of standards in
the UK to assist coastal managers with
determining and managing their PRE
requirements. The RNLI contends that much of
the equipment found on UK beaches is
probably not fit for purpose and, in some
cases, has contributed to further drownings.

Working with two UK universities, a robust
testing methodology was developed and
implemented with trials undertaken in a
survival tank and at various coastal
environments. Over 500 public trials took
place to identify the most effective PRE
equipment. Research was also conducted on
the following aspects of PRE: emergency
communications, most suitable PRE locations,
maintenance solutions, auditing tools and
frequency of checks, PRE signage, user-
instruction information and ways to reduce
vandalism and theft.

One company, Jo Bird and Co Ltd, has been
working alongside the RNLI to design and
develop new lifesaving equipment housings to
meet the standards now being set. This
includes improving visibility of lifesaving

equipment locations, making the lifebuoys less

subject to vandalism and fostering a greater
adoption of water rescue safety equipment at
inland locations subject to flooding or where
significant water safety risks are present.
Orange has been identified as the most
appropriate colour for ease of identification
and visibility and has been used in the design
of the new lifebuoy housings which Jo Bird is
now making available to river and waterways

i authorities, the Environment Agency and local
i authorities. Its particular features also make it
i a more secure housing and equally suitable for
i siting along rivers, canals, reservoirs and lakes
i asin coastal locations.

The SOS 400 has been designed with ease

of deployment and use in mind and recognises
i the need for members of the public to ensure
their own safety when coming to the aid of

i individuals whose lives are threatened by fast
i flowing floodwaters. Despite the improved

i levels of response and co-ordination amongst
the emergency services, there will continue to
i be many situations when lives are put at risk
before specialist help can reach them and

i when immediate help from members of the

i public may mean the difference between life

i and death.

Guy Atkins, Jo Bird’s Managing Director,

commented: “We have been involved in water
i rescue for many years but it is only quite

! recently that the authorities have started

i taking inland water rescue more seriously as

i the threat from the increased incidence of

i flooding around our major rivers and low lying
i countryside has increased.

“We shall be supporting the RNLI, fire and

o

RNLI lifeboat rescuing flood victims

and within floodplains most likely to be
i inundated with rising water levels during
i flood conditions.”

i Strategy Overhaul

There is a growing consensus amongst those

i closely involved in flood rescue operations

{ that our whole strategy needs to be changed

i to address the greater incidence of flooding

i which the meteorologists believe is inevitable.
i This new strategy needs to include first
responder lifesaving facilities as well as better
i co-ordinated and trained rescue services.

We need to be willing to harness the

i specialist skills of both the voluntary sector,

i notably the RNLI, and the public emergency

i services including fire and rescue, police, urban
search and rescue, HM Coastguard and air

: ambulances. We must also, surely, encourage a
closer working relationship between these

i groups and suppliers of safety and rescue
equipment to ensure that the tools for the job

i are designed to meet the new demands being
placed on the authorities.
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- “By having agreed standards in the form of ‘team

. typing’ for all would lead to greater joined up working
- which would improve the UK’s resilience in times of

- major flooding”



